Authorities slammed for food safety failure
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As the "spoiled dumpling" scandal continues to send shockwaves throughout South Korea, authorities have, according to this story, come under harsh criticism for their failure to safeguard public health. 
An Internet user using the name "Rage and Betrayal" on the homepage of the Korea Food and Drug Administration (KFDA) was quoted as asking, "How can we trust the safety of our food now? The fact that such rotten food was circulated testifies that the nation's food safety network is in tatters, throwing the public to the brink of a health crisis." 
Although dumpling manufacturers insist their products are safe for consumption and the KFDA has pledged to recall and dispose of all low-quality dumplings currently circulating in the local market, consumers still, the story says, harbor deep mistrust. 
The volume of dumplings sales plummeted by as much as 90 percent in the wake of the scandal, forcing major department stores and discount chains to remove dumpling products from sale. 
An official at E-mart, one of the largest discount store chains in South Korea, was quoted as saying, "We've decided to suspend all sales of dumpling products until the KFDA releases the list of companies found to have used the spoiled stuffing." The story says that on Sunday, several food subcontractors were found to have supplied 25 food companies with massive amounts of dumpling filling containing scraps of spoiled pickled radish, which were supposed to be thrown away. 
Big-name companies such as Shany, Sam Lip General Foods, Chewyoungroo and Chunil Foods are reportedly included among the 25. 
Public outcry has escalated after CJ, one of the nation's biggest food companies, was found yesterday to have been supplied with dumplings suspected of containing spoiled radish. 


